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Abolishment of Anti-Fake News Act 2018

Move to repeal controversial law expected to be brought to Parliament

| by Ngo Su Ning |

In our earlier March update “New Restrictions on Free Speech: The
Proposed Anti-Fake News Act 2018”, we noted that while the Anti-
Fake News Act 2018 (the Act) was deemed timely then to restrict the
spreading of fake news, its broad definition and vague wording had
also given rise to concerns that it could suppress freedom of press,
free speech and expression. We expressed our hope that the Act could
be debated thoroughly before implementation.

Now, with the new government taking office, the abolishment of the Act
remains part of its main agenda. Late last month, the new
Communications and Multimedia Minister had announced that the
government would move to repeal the Act in the first Dewan Rakyat
sitting. Despite the short window, the government has given its word
on working towards meeting the timeline (see Malay Mail Online).

Notwithstanding that, there are various statutory provisions and
legislation which have been in place impacting free speech such as the
Communications and Multimedia Act 1998, the Printing Presses and
Publications Act 1984 and the Penal Code.

Earlier this month, our associate, Ms Ngo Su Ning, was invited to be a
panellist in a discussion on “fake news” aired by local Chinese-
language radio station, MelodyFM.

For the podcast, please click here.

Ngo Su Ning (snn@Ilh-ag.com)

If you have any queries, please contact the author or her team partner
Mr Ang Hean Leng (ahl@lh-ag.com).
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